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November, 2018 Newsletter Season 2018-2019, No. 3 

Next Meeting: 6:30 PM 

Monday, November 5 
 

Program 
Panel discussion with 

Michigan loom builders Mike 

and Terry McGarr from Nor-

wood Looms and Bruce 

Niemi from Kessenich 

Looms. 
 

Treat and Greet: 
Betty Christians 

Sharon Elzinga 

Jane Fabiano-Turner 

Kim Hensley 

Mary Ippel 

Sharon Milanowski 

Kate O’Hare 

 

LOCATION 

1753 Alpine Ave NW 

(GRPD Metro Lodge 97) 

www.wwas.org 

From the President 

Hello!  I hope youôre all enjoying the fall 

colors and maybe even a little excited that 

cowl season has officially begun. Cowl season 

is my favorite!  

My hand dyed pokeberry scarf is drying 

and Iôll be moving on to walnuts soon. Iôm 

gearing up to dye some fabric and yarn and 

find out whether or not I can whip up a 

smooth walnut brown ink for printmaking.  

Calling all Flax Experts!—I received an 

email from a kind donor and will be picking 

up some dried flax from her soon and plan to 

process flax for the very first time. I expect the 

learning curve will be very steep and I might 

even cry, but I need to get this challenge off 

my bucket list. Iôve read that this process is 

very involved and suspect this might be a one-

time event for me. : ) If you have experience 

with flax or want to struggle through this with 

me, please get in touch by emailing me at 

jennifer@craftsanity.com. Iôm going to need 

all the help I can get. The first challenge will 

be to find or make the required tools for proc-

essing. So far Iôve read that at one point in the 

process I should run the flax over repeatedly 

with my van. As if the neighbors arenôt al-

ready wondering about my curious activities. 

If my neighbors call the cops, Iôll kindly invite 

the responding officer to our next meeting ñat 

the lodge.ò 

November Meeting Preview—Speaking 

of our November meeting, Iôm looking for-

ward to hearing the panel discussion featuring 

three West Michigan loom builders: Bruce 

Niemi from Kessenich Looms in Allegan and 

father and son duo, Terry & Mike McGarr 

from Norwood Looms in South Haven. 

Getting Bruce to agree to be on the panel 

took a wee bit of arm twisting, but Iôm so glad 

he agreed. Heôs a quiet man who does not seek 

attention, but he deserves an evening in the 

spotlight. His craftsmanship is incredible and 

his looms are as sturdy as they come. I own 

two of his table looms and my mom owns a 

large rug loom. You can read a column I wrote 

about Bruce and his wife, Ann, for the Grand 

Rapids Press at https://bit.ly/2CY7Ar5. 

Terry McGarr and his son, Mike, will be 

joining Bruce on the panel. When he was a 

kid, Terry assisted his grandfather, the former 

owner of Norwood Looms. His grandfather 

eventually sold the loom company and pro-

duction shifted overseas for a while. Recently, 

Mike decided to bring Norwood Looms back 

into the family and revived the company and 

began making and restoring beautiful looms 

under the McGarr Norwood label. Those who 

attended the Michigan Fiber Festival in Au-

gust may recall seeing Mike and Terry turning 

heads as the new loom makers on the block at 

the August show. I recorded a podcast with 

Terry and Mike in Terryôs immaculate garage 

over the summer and we laughed quite a bit 

during the recording. You can listen to it here 

- http://bit.ly/2q5jaYA- if you want to get to 

know them before their guild presentation.  

Shopping OpportunityðIf youôre inter-

ested in bringing home a handmade in Michi-

gan souvenir from our November meeting, 

bring along a bit of fun money to shop goods 

made by our guests. Cash and checks will be 

accepted. 

OK, Iôve made Bob, our wonderfully pa-

tient newsletter editor, wait too long already to 

put this write-up in the newsletter, so Iôm go-

ing to sign off now.  

Stay warm and Iôll see you all in Novem-

ber. All the best!  

 Jennifer Ackerman-Haywood 

 WWASG President 

Terry & Mike McGarr  Bruce & Ann Niemi 

A Wonderful Surprise 
If you follow the link here:  https://

www.yarn.com/products/valley-yarns-147-

kaleidoscope-towels-pdf-1youôre in for a 

pleasant surprise.  Youôll see this photo: 

With the photo youôll find this description: 

ñValley 

Yarns Ka-

leidoscope 

Towels are 

colorfully 

patterned 

towels that 

will 

brighten up 

any kitchen 

with a fresh 

and lively 

feeling. The variety of colors in the warp 

means lots of choices for the weft. Each 

color used for weft highlights a different 

(Surprise, continued on page 3) 

https://bit.ly/2CY7Ar5
http://bit.ly/2q5jaYA
https://www.yarn.com/products/valley-yarns-147-kaleidoscope-towels-pdf-1
https://www.yarn.com/products/valley-yarns-147-kaleidoscope-towels-pdf-1
https://www.yarn.com/products/valley-yarns-147-kaleidoscope-towels-pdf-1
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Woodland Weavers and  
Spinners Guild 

President: Jennifer Ackerman-Haywood  
Vice-President: Pat Zimmer 

Secretary: Amy Ranger 
Treasurer: Jane Yelvington 

Newsletter Editor: Bob Meyering 
Webmaster: Jane Fabiano-Turner 

————————————————- 
The Guild encourages creativity,  

originality and excellence in handweaving 
and fiber arts through fellowship and  

education, and stimulates  
broader appreciation of the  

fiber arts by the public.  

MEMBER 

WW&S Equipment List 
¶ 15ò - 4 harness table Loom 

¶ 24ò Norwood 4 harness loom 

¶ 18ò Schacht Wolf Pup 4 harness loom 

¶ 26ò - 8 Harness Baby Wolf 

¶ Triangular Loom with Stand 

¶ Inkle Loom 

¶ 12ò wide tapestry loom  

¶ Small Warping Board 

Contact Maggie Atwater for more informa-

tion about renting this equipment. 

magatw@gmail.com 

616-272-8955 

Minutes from  

Meeting of Oct. 1 
Welcome Members and Guests!  

Guest introductions: Paula Peddar, Gwen 

Smit 

Announcements:  

Å Memberships are due tonight. Please fill 

out your forms and turn them in with your 

membership dues tonight if you wish to be 

included in our membership book. You can 

join the guild at any point throughout the year, 

but today is the cutoff to be included in our 

directory. 

Å 50/50 still available 

Å Our first retreat is coming up Oct. 13, 

2018 at the CRC Conference Center, Grand 

Haven.  

__________________________________ 

Presentation:  Lori Evesque, co-owner of 

Natural Cycles Farm in Allegan, presented 

about her work as a shepherdess and natural 

dyer. Her talk was titled, ñFrom Dabbler to 

Dyenamic: My natural dye journeyò and she 

brought a number of hand dyed samples to 

show including a woven gamp that detailed 

some of her natural dye experiments. Lori has 

a background in chemistry and developed an 

interest in growing plants to use as natural 

dyes after she started demonstrating these 

techniques at Viking re-enactment events. 

Now she sells her naturally dyed yarn at West 

Michigan farmers markets. 

Lori's tips about record keeping: be consis-

tent with your records; the plants are not as 

forgiving as chemical dyes. Example: what 

dye quantity, fiber quantity, which mordant 

quantity, time in mordant, time and tempera-

ture in dye bath, modifier, time in modifier, 

results re brightness or other effects.  

She shared that she was hosting a Fibershed 

West Michigan Meet and Greet Sunday Octo-

ber 14, 1ï4pm; bring a dish to share and meet 

others interested in the ñrelocalizationò of 

fiber.  

___________ 

Business Meeting 

Motion to approve the September minutes 

as presented in the newsletter. Motion made 

and seconded; no one opposed so minutes 

were passed.  

50/50: #058 Kate Shockey 

Postcards available for upcoming fiber 

shows. 

No Vice Presidentôs Report ï Pat Zimmer is 

working to update our study groups. Not avail-

able today. 

No Treasurerôs Report ï Jane Yelvington is 

away today. 

Committee – Reports 

Membership / Study Groups ï Pat Pope: 

Sign up sheets for those interested in various 

workgroups 

Hospitality ï Julie: no comments noted 

Marketing Committee Update ï Megan: 

They are working on how to market the Guild 
(See MINUTES on page 3) 

2018-2019 Season  
Sep. 10 - Summer Show & Tell. 

Oct. 1 - Natural Dying & Farm Life - 

Lori Evesque. 

Nov. 5 - Panel discussion with Michi-

gan loom builders Mike and Terry 

McGarr from Norwood Looms and Bruce 

Niemi from Kessenich Looms. 

Dec. 3 - Winter potluck & gift ex-

change. 

Jan. 7 - Panel discussion: How to turn 

your fiber addiction into a business - 

Kelly Brandt, Heidi Bukoski, Julia 

Daniels. 

Feb. 4 - Weaving for Good - A presen-

tation by Beryl Bartkus founder of Ability 

Weavers 

Mar. 4 - TBA  

Apr. 1 - Joan Sheridan - Weaving & 

textiles  

May 6 - Mark Newport, head of the 

fiber program at Cranbrook Academy of 

Art and 2018 ArtPrize artist 

Jun. 3 - Potluck, season wrap-up, par-

ticipation awards.    

Scheduled Workshops -  

Sep. 30 - Natural Dye Workshop 

with Lori Evesque from 1-6 p.m. Sunday.  

Mar. 31 - Band Weaving on the 

Inkle Loom with Joan Sheridan from 1- 6 

p.m. Sunday. 

TBD—Summer & Winter Weaving 

with Julia Daniels, Felted Fascinators 

with Kelly Brandt, and Viking Knit 

Bracelets with Heidi Bukoski  

Retreats 

Oct. 13 - CRC Conference Center 

May 4 - Pine Island Camp 

Name Tags 

For any matters concerning name tags, if 

you need a new one, or have some other ques-

tion or issue, please email Kate Shockey  

amethystartstudio@yahoo.com 

Mark Your Calendars, 

MLH Is Coming 
From Becca Anderson from the Thread-

benderðFriends, the Michigan League of 

Handweavers is next summer, and here is the 

event for the marketplace portion of the week. 

It's free admission and open to the pub-

lic. Mark your calendars! It's going to be a 

good one!ðMay 30, 31, June 1 

https://www.facebook.com/

events/1963067397323818/ 

Treasurer’s Report 
As of October 10 WWS had $18,249.53 in 

its treasury.  We anticipate expenses in No-

vember and December associated with the 

TAM sale, speaker expenses, and meeting 

hospitality.   

As I am sure you all know, the TAM sale 

coming up December 7-8 is the Guildôs major 

fundraiser.  For those who donôt know, the 

Guild charges a 20% commission on goods 

sold, covers the credit card processing charges 

and collects and pays out the sales taxes.  You 

receive a statement of sales from the guild and 

a check for 80% of your gross sales. 

Jane Yelvington 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1963067397323818/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1963067397323818/
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Garment Study Group 
The Garment Study Group will meet on 

Nov. 8 at 1 pm at Judi Pulver's house, 10794 

2nd Ave NW, Grand Rapids 49534 

New Felting  

Study Group 
The new felting study group will hold its 

first meeting Thursday, November 15 at 1 

p.m.  We will meet at Kelly Brandtôs studio, 

9879 Bliss Rd. Lake Odessa. At this meeting 

we will determine what direction to take the 

group. All members are welcome to join us. 

The group is co-chaired by Kelly and Heidi 

Bukoski.  

Rigid Heddle  

Study Group? 
If anyone is interested in being part of a 

rigid heddle study group, please let me know.  

I would like to explore these smaller looms 

and learn more about some of the hand ma-

nipulated techniques that can be done with 

them, as well as experimenting with different 

fiber types.  

I don't have definite thoughts yet about 

meeting frequency or location, but would just 

like to find out if there are others out there 

with a similar interest to see if a study group is 

feasible.  

Let me know if you are interested. Thanks! 

Pat Zimmer 

sgpazim@gmail.com 

616-490-1646 

for both membership and sales within the 

greater GR area.  

 Megan, Heidi and Jennifer met recently to 

discuss our upcoming Guild Open House that 

will be here at the lodge Nov. 11, 1ï5pm; set 

up begins at noon; we hope to leave the build-

ing by 6pm. The guild will pay for venue 

rental and members will have the opportunity 

to do demos and set up their own tables to run 

their own sales. This could be a good opportu-

nity for someone who has never sold anything 

before. Be aware that you will need to collect 

all of the money and pay the taxes on sales; 

you will likely need to get a SquareÊ unit that 

will transfer money directly from a customer's 

credit or debit card into your bank account. 

We plan to limit this to 10 ñvendors.ò  

Open house next year could shift to May so 

that it will not compete with the holiday sea-

son. 

Textile Artists Market ï update from Mar-

garet Jager: The guildôs annual fall and spring 

sales are the two biggest events we host and 

great opportunities for community outreach 

and members to sell their handmade goods.  

Friendly reminder: If you bring items to 

give away at one of our meetings, please take 

what is leftover home with you. For the sake 

of Jennifer's marriage to a very kind man, 

please do not leave the items for her to take 

home. Thank you for your cooperation on this.  

New Business  

Bob, please add the contact information on 

the young woman who has taken over equip-

ment rental in the next newsletter.  

Amy Ranger, secretary 

(MINUTES continued from page 2) Fancy Fascinators! Workshop 
Create a hat of mystery and sass suitable for formal occasions and nights on the town! Add 

soap and water to loose wool fibers to make a wet felted base.  Apply millinery netting, feathers, 

and additional decorations to personalize your hat.  We will explore techniques for adding three 

dimensional decorations that are felted right into the base fabric.  Some experience wet felting 

with loose fibers very helpful. 

Skill Level: Beginner to Skilled- Some experience wet felting with loose fibers very helpful. 

Class length:  5 hours   

Fees for class:   $65 including all the materials. Fee covers the following:  instruction, mono-

graph, felting mat, fibers, hat base, decorative fibers, netting, feathers, use of felting tools. 

Class limit:  12  

Participants should bring with them:    Two old towels for soaking up soapy water, a large 

cellulose sponge, dishwashing gloves if you do 

not like having your hands in soapy water, any 

fibers of your own that you might want to incor-

porate into your project. 

Special instructions for participants:  

Think royalty, sophistication and fun! Look on-

line for millinery ideas. Bring a special feather 

or jewelry element if you have one you wish to 

use. 

May students contact instructor directly?  

Yes!  616-374-7176 or kellybrandt@yahoo.com   

Location:  Kelly Brandt's Farm studio, 9879 

Bliss Road, Lake Odessa, MI 48849-9732 

Date:  November 11, 2018 (Note change from that mentioned at the last guild meeting.)  

Time:  1:00 PM 

Reservations and payment:  Please call Kelly directly at 616-902-2838 to reserve your spot 

in the class.  Mail your check for $65.00 to Kelly Brandt directly at 9879 Bliss Road, Lake 

Odessa, MI 48849.   

Open House Decision 
Earlier this week I had a discussion with 

Jennifer and we both came to the conclusion 

that we should cancel the open house this year.  

I truly appreciate the support I received on this 

idea, but the support has only been shown by 

very few.  This means all the work rests on 

only a few peopleôs shoulders, and unfortu-

nately that cannot be mainly on me this year.  I 

hope that we can pick up this concept again in 

the near future with a bit more planning and 

more interest and involvement from other 

guild members.  I still believe that an open 

house event could be very good for our guild 

and our community, but we need to have the 

whole guild behind this type of event in order 

to make it a success.  Thank you for your un-

derstanding.  I enjoy finding new ways to 

participate in this guild, even if it means trying 

something new that doesnôt quite pan out at 

first.  

Iôm looking forward to running the market-

ing committee in a way that best serves the 

guild.  That means that weôll focus on promot-

ing the upcoming TAM sales and try to get 

some media coverage for our guild.  Please 

reach out with any questions, concerns or 

ideas that could benefit the marketing commit-

tee.  I would love to hear your thoughts and 

appreciate any help in the future.   

Megan Williams 

section of the pattern. Have fun playing 

with the colors to create a set of matching, 

yet unique, towels for gifting or your own 

home. Instructions are included for a bonus 

colorway to stimulate your creativity.ò 

You can, if you wish, purchase the pattern 

and information for these towels completed on 

an 8 shaft loom.  All of this is featured on the 

website for WEBS, Americaôs Yarn Store. 

And the surprise?  The author of the pattern 

for these towels is guild member Julia Daniels. 

Congratulations, Julia, for well-deserved 

recognition. 

But, Julia is feeling the pressure.  She says, 

ñI knew that I had stumbled upon a pat-

tern that was beautiful and versatile.  Now 

if only I can create another one some 

day.ò 

Good luck, Julia.  We look forward to 

your next beautiful pattern. 

(Surprise, continued from page 1) 

mailto:sgpazim@gmail.com
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10. Check out does not start Saturday after-

noon until the last client has left the room 

and an all clear has been given to remove 

any product. 

11. All members should stay to help the load-

ing of vans and cars. Please check your 

inventory to see if you have everything, or 

designate someone who will take your 

product if you miss something. This job 

goes more quickly if more people help. 

12. Bookmarks are still plentiful and should be 

left in every store, coffee shop, business or 

church you visit.  Pick up a fist full at the 

November meeting. Posters are available, 

and will be available at the November 

meeting, and by PDF File to members. 

13. Needed: volunteers who feel they have a 

gift for displays, managing the floor and 

sales staff during the sale, and overseeing 

check-out procedures. Let us know how 

you can best help! 

14. Members on the floor during the sale are 

there to greet and engage customers, ex-

plain product, and restock the product for 

best visual appeal.  Try to stay busy with 

the job and avoid chit-chat among mem-

bers. 

15. Demonstrators make a first and last im-

pression to our customers. Greet and thank 

customers for coming. Explain what you 

are making, offer opportunities for others 

to try something new. Donôt take fussy 

work that requires your concentration or 

canôt be easily undone during a demonstra-

tion or if mistakes happen. You probably 

won't get your own work done. There are 

areas in the building for you to chat with 

other guild members during the sale. 

Please use them. 

16. Leave your purse and bags in your locked 

car. There really isnôt room for personal 

stuff at the sale, and we want a tidy sales 

floor and checkout area. 

17. Recently heard: The new óthingô is nose 

warmers with strings around the earsé we 

havenôt heard that! Do you watch social 

media sites to determine what is trending 

to catch the wave? New products sell 

really well! 

Six Weeks to the  

TAM Sale! 
Please Note These Details! 

Our annual Winter Textile Arts Market 

(TAM) Sale will quickly be here. We hope 

you are enjoying creating new product and 

will be enriched and empowered by the won-

derful experience of coming together to sell 

our own creative work.  If you haven't marked 

your calendar, please do so: Friday, December 

7, 10-8, and  Saturday, December 8, 9-4. (We 

recently heard that the Spring Sale will be held 

Saturday, April 20, at St. Nicholas Antiochian 

Orthodox Church. Mark your calendars for 

that, too.) 

The Steering Committee wants to remind 

WWAS members of some things about the 

sale: 

1. If you have red and white street signs ad-

vertising the sale at your house and donôt 

plan to use them, please bring them to the 

November or December guild meetings to 

give to new members to put up. 

2. If you have a suggestion for social media 

to be tapped for advertising let us know.  

You could earn your four volunteer hours 

working to advertise our sale! 

3. Megan Williams is looking for artist biog-

raphies and pictures of products made by 

members who would like to be featured in 

Facebook or other media advertising. 

Email or talk to Megan if you can help 

with this form of advertising. 

4. Each item you bring to sell must have a tag  

that meets our tag requirements. You can 

buy tags at guild meetings, or even at the 

sale.  Untagged products will not be put 

out for sale. 

5. Sales Contracts are attached to the News-

letter, and will also be at the November 

and  December meetings. They need to be 

turned in with your merchandise at the 

sale. Also remember to add a self-

addressed, stamped envelope so the treas-

urer can mail you your check. 

6. Remember to sign up for a work shift at 

the sale. Sign-up sheets will be available at 

the November and December meetings. Or 

call Julie Daniels. 

7. All products must meet sale guidelines or 

they may be removed. See TAM Commit-

tee with questions. Also read the sales 

guidelines in the guild directory. 

8. If you have brought display props for the 

sale in past years, please feel free to bring 

them for this year's sale.  Set up begins at 

7am, Friday , December 7.  Hopefully, we 

can use them for a fabulous display once 

again. See TAM committee members if 

you have questions. 

9. Product check-in begins at 7am Friday. 

We do not require an inventory sheet, but 

we suggest each seller keep one to track 

his/her own sale items. We only check for 

properly completed tags and an acceptable 

product. 

Spinning Questions/

Weaving Answers 
Following are questions we received and 

we want to thank the people who responded so 

quickly.  The quick response made it possible 

to have answers in the November Newsletter.  

The responses also caused us to recognize the 

need to look at updating our by-laws and at 

clarifying ñword-of-mouthò traditional prac-

tices ï put those practices in some written 

form so members (both newer and seasoned) 

have an accurate reference.   

1.  How many meetings can people attend 

before needing to be a member?  Does anyone 

keep track? 

Several people suggested 3 meetings; how-

ever, our By-laws say: 

Article III, Section 3 

Guests may be invited to regular meetings 

by members.  A guest may attend two meet-

ings before joining. 

The honor system is used since no one 

ñkeeps track.ò   

2.  Is there a family member discount?   

No, was the predominate answer (Our By-

laws do not address this issue.)  There was a 

suggestion that this should be addressed espe-

cially if family members each sell items at our 

sales.  One person stated that children, under 

18, are allowed to come with their parent.  

Another thought that a second family member 

could pay ½ dues.   

3.   Is there an age-related lifetime mem-

bership? 

Again, our By-laws do not address this 

issue.  However, people have received an hon-

orary life-time membership at age 90 or less.  

Again, this has been a traditional practice and 

may benefit from clarity.  Clarity especially 

since many of us are moving in that age direc-

tion.   

Thank you to the following people who 

spent their time, energy, and love of the Guild 

to respond to the questions.  It is apparent that 

an accurate, written reference of how the 

Guild operates would be beneficial.   

Margaret Jager, Cathy McCarthy, Jackie 

Fisher, Julia Daniels, Jane Yelvington, ChiChi 

VanDyke, Kathy Barnett  

To continue the conversation please contact  

Pat Pope 

patpope2668@gmail.com 

Membership Committee  
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